
Free official visitor guide for Grand Island, NE Issue 11 | Winter-Spring 2019

Vibe

SeeTheCranes.comThe March Migration



Bosselman full y

Restaurant
Best new

Restaurant

Prohibition themed experience featuring
handcrafted cuisine, beer, and spirits.

Nothin’

About It
DRY

1607 South Locust Street, Grand Island, Nebraska • 308-395-3889
Bistro Hours: Mon-Thurs 10:30am - 10pm • Fri & Sat 10:30am - 11pm • Sun 12pm - 8pm

Liquor Warehouse Hours: Mon-Thurs 8am - 10pm • Fri & Sat 8am - 11pm • Sun 12pm - 8pm

tommygunzbistro.com   |   tommygunzliquor.com

Check us out on Facebook & Yelp
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tommygunzbistro.com   |   tommygunzliquor.com

Check us out on Facebook & Yelp

2018
Oct 27..............The Big Grape
Oct 27-28 ........G.I. Rifle Club Gun Show
Nov 2-3 ...........Breeders’ Cup Weekend
Nov 9 ...............Newsboys Concert
Nov 11 .............ACAP Children’s Festival
Nov 30 .............REO Speedwagon Concert
Dec 14-15 ........Flatwater Fracas Wrestling Tournament
2019
Jan 5 ................NE National Guard “Going Away” Ceremony
Jan 11-13 .........Fonner Park Outdoor Expo
Jan 13 ..............GI Modelers’ Airplane Auction
Jan 18-20 ........Central Nebraska Home and Builders Show
Feb 2-3 ............Nebraska Muzzleloaders’ Gun Show
Feb 8 ...............Build A Dream Fundraiser/Auction

Grand Island’s Entertainment
Headquarters

FONNER PARK
700 E. Stolley Park Road | Phone: 308.382.4515

www.HeartlandEventsCenter.com | www.FonnerPark.com

Grand Island, NE

Horse racing • Trade sHows • sporTing evenTs • concerTs • convenTions • ag sHows • regional & naTional livesTock sHows
wedding recepTions • BanqueTs • MeeTings • live draw keno • FinisH line resTauranT & sporTs lounge

2019
Feb 9 ...............Heartland Hoops Classic
Feb 15-16 ........Nebraska Cheer and Dance Championships
Feb 16-17 ........Tri-City Street Rods
Feb 23 .............Red Cross Chili Cook-Off
Feb 28-Mar 2 ...Rodeo Grand Island
Mar 1-2 ............UNL Block & Bridle Prospect Show
Mar 16-17 ........Nebraska USA State Wrestling
Mar 23-24 .......Grand Comic Con
Apr 11-13 ........Skills USA Conference
Apr 20-21 ........AKC Dog Show
Apr 23-24 ........Shrine Circus
May 4 ..............Central Community College Graduation
May 13-19 .......NE Volunteer Fire School
May 19 ............Grand Island Senior High Graduation

UPcOmiNg EvENts:

Visit www.dangerfootball.com for game schedule and team news.
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city residents

 

county residents

Summer  Avg high 87°, low 64°
Autumn  Avg high 64°, low 39°
Winter  Avg high 32°, low 12°
Spring  Avg high 62°, low 38°
Precip  Annual avg 24.9 inches

feet above sea level

HOME GOODS 

UNDRGROUND ART GALLERY

TOMMY GUNZ BISTRO

The basics

 
Budget Rent-A-Car
3215 N Hwy 281 • 308-381-7100 • BudgetNebraska.com

Enterprise Rent-A-Car
920 N Diers Ave • 308-381-6300 • Enterprise.com

Hertz
Airport •  308-384-4741 • Hertz.com

MSAS/A & A Leasing
703 W 2nd • 308-384-3073 • MSASauto.com

Thrifty Car Rental
Airport • 308-382-4392 • ThriftyNE.com

 
Action Cab & Courier
308-381-1010

Arrow/Trailways Bus Lines
3231 Ramada Rd  • 308-382-1810 • BurlingtonOnTrailways.com

Navigator Airport Express
800-888-9793 • NavigatorAirportExpress.com
Shuttle from Bosselman Travel Plaza to Omaha airport.

Hall County Transportation
308-385-5324
Public shuttle service for Grand Island, Mon-Fri 8am-5pm.

Airport
3773 Sky Park Rd • 308-385-5170 • FlyGrandIsland.com
Central Nebraska Regional Airport offers flights from American Eagle (800-433-7300; daily nonstop jet service between 
GRI and Dallas/Ft Worth (DFW)) and Allegiant (702-505-8888 twice weekly nonstop flights to Las Vegas (LAS) and 
Phoenix-Mesa (AZA/IWA)). Afternooner’s restaurant is located in the terminal.

New in town



For current information about advertising 
and distribution, call The Grand Island 

Independent at 308-382-1000.

2424 S Locust St Ste C   
Grand Island, NE  68801

VisitGrandIsland.com | 308-382-4400 
info@VisitGrandIsland.com

Visitor Center: Monday-Friday, 
8:30am-5pm

VisitGrandIsland.com

Attractions       16

Indoor Recreation  22 

Events        26

Lodging        35

Restaurants       42

Grand Island has so much 
to offer, whether it’s your 
home or destination. Take 
the time to explore! Look up 
VisitGrandIsland.com to 
learn more about our city and 
its people, and remember that 
the visitors bureau is here to 
assist you.

Grand Island CVB
Executive Director 

Features

Railside's alley art              12

Vintage        30 Cranes          8
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How can i
see the cranes??
The first sandhill cranes can be seen as early as 
mid-February, however large numbers usually 
appear in early March. Timing of early arrivals 
varies considerably year to year depending, 
partly, on the severity of the current winter. 

Middle March is the usual peak of the 
sandhill crane migration, with bird 

counts tallying more than a half-million 
cranes in the central Platte River valley. The 
first arrivals generally roost south of Grand 
Island and Alda. Later arrivals fill in portions 
of the river to the west, so while more cranes 
may be in the region as a whole it may not be 
noticeable in a particular spot on a day-to-day 
basis. Even so, mid-March is generally the best 
and safest crane-viewing bet.

In early April sandhill cranes begin to leave, 
but viewing can still be quite good. By this 

time the cranes’ main source of food — waste 
corn from the previous Autumn’s harvest — 
runs low in fields near the Platte River, forcing 
the birds to spread out as far as 12 miles either 
side of the river. Flocks at this time are often 
more dispersed, but the evening gatherings 
along the river are still awe-inspiring. Longer, 
warmer days and later sunsets make for more 
comfortable conditions; cranes are often full of 
corn, and they’ll sometimes linger in one place 
for longer stretches. 

Early April is also your best chance 
of seeing a rare whooping crane.

Early April is also your best chance of seeing a 
rare whooping crane. With about 500 or so in 
the central flyway's flock, your odds of seeing 
this tallest of North American birds are fairly 
slim but not none.

Day-to-day weather effects how the cranes 
behave. A warm, sunny day may keep them 
in the fields longer; a windy, snowy day often 
brings birds to the river before sunset. If you’re 
traveling here specifically for the sandhill cranes, 
allow two days of viewing if possible so bad 
weather on one of the days doesn’t spoil your 
entire trip. Learn more at SeeTheCranes.com. 
Adapted from an article by Dan Glomski

Book your guided tour
The best (although not the only) way to see the 
sandhill cranes up close is with a Crane Trust 
viewing blind tour at dawn or dusk. Blinds 
are situated near traditionally successful roosts 
along the Platte River. After an orientation, a 
guide will take you to the blind. 

A free option that doesn't require reservations is 
a public viewing deck along the River, roughly 
three miles south of I-80 exit 305.

Call the trust (308-382-1820) or visit its 
website (CraneTrust.org) to reserve a spot on a 
viewing blind tour. 

What to bring
• Binoculars or spotting scope
• Camera (no flash in the blinds)
• Birding guide
• Warm clothing with layers
• Waterproof footwear, umbrella
• Good friends
• A hotel reservation

Nebraska

Winter Grounds

Nesting Grounds

The Sandhill Crane
Height  3-4 feet
Wingspan 6 feet
Weight  8-12 lbs
Color  Gray
Migration 170-450 miles/day
Flight Speed ~38 mph
Nesting Area N. Canada, Alaska, Siberia
Mating  Begins at 3-4 years 
Eggs  2 per year
Lifespan  20 years in the wild

The Central Flyway

VisitGrandIsland.com | 11

Wings Over the Platte Exhibit

Crane Trust viewing blind

Walking to a viewing blind

Photographer Jorn Olsen (background image) is 

the featured artist at Stuhr Museum's Wings Over 

the Platte exhibit in 2019 (Feb 15-Apr 7). Originally 

from Portland, Oregon, Olsen now resides in 

Hastings, Nebraska, with his wife Mary. 

Since a very young age, Olsen has been an 

avid outdoorsman; his appreciation of wild and 

untamed landscapes comes naturally and is 

what led him to pick up a camera and create the 

amazing imagery we see today.
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by Charity Adams

What are they? Why are they? I like 

them. That one is weird, strange, 

funny, beautiful, quirky, awesome. That one 

reminds me of my struggle, my triumph, 

my grandma, the day. That one inspires me 

to do better, be better, feel better. That one 

makes me angry, makes me wonder, makes 

me question. 

That is the purpose of public art: To make 

you think, to open your mind to possibility, 

to bring joy. 

If you’ve strolled around Railside in the 

last few months, you are sure to have come 

across a whole new manifestation of wings. 

Everywhere you turn there are wings on 

walls.

Occasionally people approach Karen Neppl, 

artist and owner of Studio K Art Gallery in 

Railside, with an idea to produce specific 

#WingsAcrossTheHeartland#WingsAcrossTheHeartland#WingsAcrossTheHeartland
Butterfly Wings, Art Alley

VisitGrandIsland.com | 13

#WingsAcrossTheHeartland

#1. Fire Wings 
Hydro-Tech, E. HWY 30

#2. Bat Wings 
Downtown Center parking lot

#3. Crane Wings 
Nebraska State Fair

#4. Rainbow Wings 

Art Alley, Downtown Center parking lot

#5. Butterfly Wings 

Art Alley, Master Stylist

#6. Beer Wings 
Art Alley, Prairie Pride Brewing Co

#7. Dragonfly Wings 

Art Alley, Johnny's Lock and Key

#8. Cat Eyes Wings 

Art Alley, Wayne's Cyclery

#9. Curly Wings 
Art Alley, Johnny's Lock and Key

#10. Eagle Wings 

Alley of Revolution Tattoo

#11. Ribbon Wings 

Alley of Habitat for Humanity

#12. Corner Wings 

Art Alley, Johnny's Lock and Key

#13. Purple Fairy Wings 

Art Alley, Studio K Art Gallery

#14. Angel Wings 
Trinity United Methodist Church

#15. Monarch Wings 

Westlawn Cemetery
#16. Steampunk Wings 

Alley of Wayne's Cyclery 

#17. German Wings

Platt Duetsche Society
#18. Chicken Wings

The Chicken Coop
#19. Paw Wings
Muddy Paws Grooming Salon

Art Alley is from Locust to Sycamore in Railside

#WingsAcrossTheHeartland#WingsAcrossTheHeartland#WingsAcrossTheHeartland
pieces. It was on one of these occasions that 

Wings Across the Heartland took flight. 

Grand Island resident Brian Whitecalf 

asked Neppl to create public art, to paint a 

set of crane wings on a building. She asked 

where the idea came from and Whitecalf 

told her to look on the internet for wings. 

Neppl discovered the work of Colette Miller. 

Miller’s project put angel wings on walls in 

Los Angeles in 2012. If it worked in L.A., 

why not Grand Island?

“The wings are my gift to the people of 

Grand Island,” Neppl said.

Neppl’s first wings are the fire wings located 

on her husband’s Hydrotech building on 

East Highway 30. From there, bat wings 

landed on The Chocolate Bar in Railside, and 

rainbow wings soon followed.

As Neppl would drive the streets of Grand 

Island, she began to visualize different 

wings on various buildings. She approached 

building owners about painting the wings, 

and most of them agreed. Wings are 
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specifically placed on the outside of buildings 

because she wants them accessible to 

everyone, 24 hours a day.

Neppl has placed one set inside with a 

specific purpose. The Crisis Center requested 

a set of butterfly wings. The color purple 

represents domestic abuse and turquoise 

represents sexual abuse. The Crisis Center 

purple and turquoise butterfly wings are a 

symbol of hope. As clients go through Crisis 

Center programs, Neppl hopes her painting 

inspires clients to get their wings.

Originally she had a goal of 20 wings. She 

has reached that goal and will soon surpass 

it. As others have seen the project, they’ve 

wanted wings in their own communities 

too. You will soon find wings supported by 

the Cairo Community Foundation near the 

Medina Street Vault in Cairo. There are plans 

to bring wings to Aurora and Minden. 

The Sandhills Journey Scenic Byway is 

interested in working with Neppl to bring 

wings to communities on Highway 2 from 

Grand Island to Alliance.

“I would hope that the wings bring the 

community together, make it a ‘something to 

do’ in Grand Island, see how the many wings 

they can get, etc.,” Neppl said.

As is evident on the Wings Across the 

Heartland Facebook page, her goal for the 

project is in full swing. The page has only 

been up for a few months, but people are 

already taking pictures and tagging them 

#WingsAcrosstheHeartland and posting 

them for everyone to see.

The list of wings is always growing. You can 

find the list at Studio K Art Gallery. Look 

for a website and brochure soon to provide 

a self-guided tour of Wings Across the 

Heartland. 

Charity Adams is the Community and 

Economic Development Director for Cairo, 

Nebraska and works with Sandhills Journey 

Scenic Byway and Greater Grand Island Arts 

& Humanities to build awareness of the 

great possibilities our area has to offer.

Purple Fairy Wings, Art Alley
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Stuhr 2 y

Fonner 2 y

3133 W. Hwy 34, Grand Island
www.stuhrmuseum.org

(308) 385-5316   Open 7 Days a Week

No matter what season, there’s always big events, 
exhibits and activities happening at Stuhr Museum. 

With over 200 acres, over a half dozen rotating exhibits, 
historic programs and much more, there are plenty of 
ways to experience the passion and inspiration of our 

pioneer history. Find a full list of activities and events at
www.stuhrmuseum.org. 

Fonner Park’s Year-Round Action Entertainment Center
Nat ionwide  Thoroughbred  Rac ing

L ive  Draw KENO
High Stakes Progressive 
   Games Available

Simulcasting from 20 premier tracks

Fu l l  Menu  D in ing  &  Bar  Ser v ice
Snacks  •  Sandwiches  •  Salads  •  Steaks
Enjoy Our Chef’s Daily Homestyle Specials
   including Fri.-Sat. Prime Rib & Sun. Fried Chicken

700 E. Stolley Park Road • 308/382-4515 • www.fonnerpark.com
Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m. to 1 a.m.  •  Sun. 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

to the Finish Line!

HDTV  Spor ts
Big Games on
   BIG SCREENS!

forFood & Fun!
Finish Line

Restaurant & Sports Lounge

Live Thoroughbred
Racing

Fonner Park

Coming February 2019
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specific purpose. The Crisis Center requested 

a set of butterfly wings. The color purple 

represents domestic abuse and turquoise 

represents sexual abuse. The Crisis Center 

purple and turquoise butterfly wings are a 

symbol of hope. As clients go through Crisis 

Center programs, Neppl hopes her painting 

inspires clients to get their wings.

Originally she had a goal of 20 wings. She 

has reached that goal and will soon surpass 

it. As others have seen the project, they’ve 

wanted wings in their own communities 

too. You will soon find wings supported by 

the Cairo Community Foundation near the 

Medina Street Vault in Cairo. There are plans 

to bring wings to Aurora and Minden. 

The Sandhills Journey Scenic Byway is 

interested in working with Neppl to bring 

wings to communities on Highway 2 from 

Grand Island to Alliance.

“I would hope that the wings bring the 

community together, make it a ‘something to 

do’ in Grand Island, see how the many wings 

they can get, etc.,” Neppl said.

As is evident on the Wings Across the 

Heartland Facebook page, her goal for the 

project is in full swing. The page has only 

been up for a few months, but people are 

already taking pictures and tagging them 

#WingsAcrosstheHeartland and posting 

them for everyone to see.

The list of wings is always growing. You can 

find the list at Studio K Art Gallery. Look 

for a website and brochure soon to provide 

a self-guided tour of Wings Across the 

Heartland. 

Charity Adams is the Community and 

Economic Development Director for Cairo, 

Nebraska and works with Sandhills Journey 

Scenic Byway and Greater Grand Island Arts 

& Humanities to build awareness of the 

great possibilities our area has to offer.

Purple Fairy Wings, Art Alley
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Monuments and Memorials
308-382-4400 • VisitGrandIsland.com

• Eagle Catcher, Grand Island City Hall
• Nebraska Law Enforcement Memorial, Fonner Park
• Soldier, Hall County Courthouse
• Statue of Liberty, Pier Park 

Stuhr Museum of the Prairie Pioneer
3133 W Highway 34 • 308-385-5316 • StuhrMuseum.org 

Praised as “one of the top ten places to re-live America’s past” 
(Good Housekeeping), Stuhr Museum tells the story of early 
pioneers settling on the plains. Its 200 acres offer spectacular 
architecture, a recreated railroad town staffed by historic 
interpreters during the summer and holidays, Native American 
displays, and much more. Call for hours and admission, which 
vary with the season and events.

The Townsley-Murdock Site
Alda Rd & Guenther Rd • 308-382-4400 • VisitGrandIsland.com 

See some of the only remaining Mormon Trail wagon ruts or 
swales on this 2.4-acre prairie.

Railroad Hot Spot
Railside (downtown) • 308-382-4400 • VisitGrandIsland.com

During peak seasons, up to 160 trains pass through Railside 
in Grand Island daily. The most action happens at the flyover; 
another good spot is the pedestrian bridge in Wood River. North 
of Railside is the restored Burlington Station, which hosts events 
and houses the Tri-City Model Railroad Assocation’s layout. Stuhr 
Museum offers static train displays and an 1890s railroad town. A 
miniature railroad offers rides in Stolley Park during the summer. 

Raising Nebraska
501 E Fonner Park Rd • 308-385-3967 •  RaisingNebraska.net

Raising Nebraska is a large agriculture display detailing how 
our food goes from farm to fork. Its museum-quality, interactive 
displays include a walkable map, a touchscreen dining table, a 
full-size center pivot section, and an adjacent 1-acre educational 
garden. Open Monday-Friday 9am-noon and 1-4pm.

Bader Park
898 Bader Park Rd (Chapman) • 308-986-2522 • BaderPark.com   

This 270-acre public park is open year round and offers hiking, 
biking, and equestrian trails. It includes Platte River and Wood 
River access, wetlands, a cottonwood forest, and a tall grass 
prairie all with abundant wildlife viewing opportunities. RV and 
tent camping are available. 

Crane Trust Nature & Visitor Center 
9325 S Alda Rd • 308-382-1820 • CraneTrust.org 

The Crane Trust Nature & Visitor Center is your gateway to 
Nebraska’s Platte River and your headquarters for the spring 
migration of the sandhill cranes. Relax in the art gallery, hike, 
or check out one of the trust’s guided excursions. Explore the 
butterfly garden during the summer months. A genetically pure 
herd of bison roams its prairies. Open Monday-Saturday 9am-
5pm, except during March when they are also open Sundays. 

Derr House Prairie
13650 S Platte River Dr (Wood River) • 402-694-4191 • Nature.org/Nebraska

The Nature Conservancy’s Derr House has public trails through 
restored prairies. They host prairie days that offer talks and tours. 

Gjerloff Prairie & Farm/Sherman Ranch
Platte River Valley • 402-694-5535 • PrairiePlains.org

Gjerloff Prairie’s 390 acres offer trails on open prairie, gulleys, 
steep cliffs, and a half mile of riverfront. An education center 
is being constructed on the property as well. The Prairie Plains 
Resource Institute completed the purchase of the nearby 650-
acre Sherman Ranch in 2016. 

Outdoor Learning Center
501 E Fonner Park Rd • 308-382-4400

The Groundwater Guardian’s learning center on the east side of 
the Nebraska Building at Fonner Park educates the public about 
water quantity and quality, groundwater stewardship, natural 
filtration techniques, efficient water use, and the Ogallala Aquifer. 

Lincoln Highway Historic Byway
US Highway 30 • LincolnHighwayNebraskaByway.com

Lincoln Highway landmarks located in the area 
include the one-of-a-kind Seedling Mile, Shady 
Bend, Kensinger’s Service Station, the first 
FCC monitoring station, and the Gloe Brothers 
Service Station in Wood River.

Loup Rivers Scenic Byway
Highway 91/11, Wood River to Dunning • LoupRiversScenicByway.com

Rolling farmland surrounds the scenic Loup 
River Basin, giving way to the Sandhills as your 
travel west. This byway is also home to the 
300+-mile Junk Jaunt.

Sandhills Journey Scenic Byway
Highway 2, Grand Island to Alliance • SandhillsJourney.com

This 272-mile stretch of Nebraska Highway 2 
rolls through the Sandhills, the largest area 
of grass-covered sand dunes in the Western 
hemisphere. The World Wildlife Fund compares 
the ecological importance of the Sandhills to 
regions such as the Amazon and Antarctica.

Byways

Nature Cen-
ter 8
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Attractions
Cairo Roots Museum
306 Berber St (Cairo) • 308-485-4400 • Cairo-RootsMuseum.org  

Preserving the history of Cairo and northwest Hall County 
including the townships of Mayfield, South Loup, Cameron, 
and Harrison. Open Saturday 10am-noon or by appointment.

Fonner Park & Heartland Events Center
700 E Stolley Park Rd • 308-382-4515 • FonnerPark.com, HeartlandEventsCenter.com

The tradition continues in Grand Island when the gates open 
for live thoroughbred horse racing every February through 
May at Fonner Park. The adjacent events center hosts concerts, 
monster trucks, indoor football, trade shows, rodeo, and just 
about anything else you can think of. 

Fred’s Flying Circus
503 E 4th St • 308-384-8808

The late automotive sculptor Fred Schritt created a garden of 
fantastic, flying cartoon cars along Fabulous Fourth Street.

The Grand Theatre
316 W 3rd St • 308-381-2667 • GrandMovieTheatre.com

Railside’s lovingly restored movie house offers an experience 
you won’t find at any modern cineplex for less than half the 
price. Films are shown Friday-Sunday nights in the 1937 art-
deco theater that is also available for events during the week. 

Heartland Public Shooting Park
6788 W Husker Hwy • 308-385-5048 • HeartlandPublicShootingPark.com

This 420-acre venue boasts lighted skeet ranges, lighted trap 
ranges, a 10-station sporting clay range, and complete rifle 
and pistol ranges from 25 to 600 yards. The park plays host to 
regional and national events every year. An Olympic bunker 
trap range was added in 2018.

Island Oasis Water Park
321 E Fonner Park Rd • 308-385-5444 • Grand-Island.com/Oasis

More than six acres of refreshing family fun! Brave the wave 
pool, relax in the lazy river, race down six-story high-speed 
slides or one of four curvaceous 150-foot slides.  

The Grand Theater

Things
to do
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112 W. 3rd | Grand Island, NE | (308) 381-4001

Studio K Art Gallery is located in a
historical downtown Grand Island building. 

With its vaulted sculptural ceilings and 
vintage cabinetry you need to make this 

gallery a “must see” during your visit!

Studio K Art Gallery

Photography, Paintings, Pottery, Jewelry, Mosaic,
Glass, Sculpture, Wood Turned Vessels, Batik,

Textiles, Adult & Children’s Art Classes,
Gallery Tours, Art Consulting and Gift Certificates!

Hours:  Tuesday-Saturday 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Clothing • Jewelry • Shoes • Handbags

Clothing BoutiqueBrands
You Know
and Trust

OFF

Any One 
Regular 

Priced Item
Must present coupon at time of  purchase.

Present This Coupon & Receive

OOFFOOFF
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20%

2418 N. Webb Rd., Ste I • Next to Eileen’s Cookies • Grand Island • 390.2896
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St I N t t Eil ’ C ki G d I l d 390 2896
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Be sure to visit us on our Facebook & Instagram page updated daily

One coupon per customer. Cannot be combined with 
any other discount or off er. Expires 5-10-19

Margarita/Slushie Machine Rentals • Tents & Chairs Rentals
Chocolate/Cheese Fountain Rentals - www.chocofountain.com

Open7 Days AWeek!

WEDDING, EVENT, TRADE SHOW, PARTY RENTALS

Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-6

Sat 9-4
Sun 12-4

To Order Call:  308-382-4050
937 S. Locust St | Grand Island, NE | www.rosesforyou.com

Free Delivery to Local Hospitals & Funeral Homes | Nationwide Delivery Available!
Commercial/Corporate Accounts Welcome

Beautiful Flowers For EVERY Occasion!
Sympathy & Funeral Arrangements

Wedding Specialists (Flowers • Rentals • Decorating)
Plants • Balloons • Candy Bouquets

Hours: Tues.-Fri.10:30 am - 5:30 pm
Sat. 10:30 am - 4:00 pm

110 W. 3rd • Grand Island, NE • (308) 395-8491

10%
OFF

Bring This 
Ad In For

Any Cash 
Purchase

Expires 05/31/2019

The
TATTERED BOOK

Cash

Conestoga Mall • Across from the Theatres
Grand Island • 308-384-6188

GOLD CROWN

Present This Coupon Now Thru Oct. 1, 2018

And 
Receive $500

Must have printed coupon at time of purchase.
*Excludes Keepsake Ornaments & Promotional Products.

One coupon per person per visit. 
Dee’ s Hallmark Coupon Expires May 5, 2019

Any Regular Priced
Purchase of $15 or more*

Dee’s Hallmark
OFF20%

off
One Coupon Per Person. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer or promotion. Coupon Expires 5-10-2019

One regular priced
In-Store Accessory Item 
from our Design Gallery 

with this coupon.

Present this Coupon & Receive

Free In-Home Window
Design Consultations

3104 Old Potash Hwy. • www.draperyden.com 
Grand Island-308-382-5706 • Kearney-308-237-2511

BEST
OF

GRAND ISLAND

2017

theindependent.com
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Merchandise Mile
Grand Island has grown over the past ten 
years into a more significant retail hub than 
ever. New stores open yearly offering an ever-
widening array of products. New specialty 
stores along Highway 281’s Merchandise 
Mile offer sporting goods, kitchen and bath 
supplies, pet supplies, big and tall mens 
clothing, and more. Remodeling your house 
or throwing a party, you'll find your supplies 
along Merchandise Mile.

Western Wear
Grand Island has been and remains 
a staunchly agricultural community. 
Surrounded by fertile farmland in the 
Platte River valley and ripe with ag-related 
industry, it’s no surprise there are some great 
western shops in the city. Along Merchandise 
Mile, Western Edge is a large retail roundup 
of the latest styles. Fourth Street's Old Town 
Boot Barn will sell you new kicks or repair 
your favorite pair.

Railside
Our historic downtown, Railside, continues 
to thrive. Antique stores, from quaint to 
cavernous, line Third Street. Treasures 
gleaned from across Nebraska fill their 
shelves in basements and on mezzanines, 
memories show up in window displays, and 
unique furnishings can be found to complete 
your own style. A number of boutiques are 
alos located in the Railside district.

shopping

Boutiques 
Around the Block
109 W Plum St (Doniphan) • 308-845-2025 

845 Boutique
102 E Plum St (Doniphan) • 402-750-2632 

 Goldenrod Boutique
2418 N Webb Rd, Ste 1 • 308-390-2896 

The Happy Brush
305 W 3rd St • 308-383-4609 • TheHappyBrushGI.com

The Rustic Seagull 
2418 N Webb Rd • 308-750-3709 • RusticSeagullBoutique.com 

Silo
201 N Locust • 308-395-8987 • SiloStore.com

Strut Boutique
124 W 3rd St • 308-675-1700 • StrutShop.com

West Anna Boutique
116 E 3rd St • 308-675-3003 • WestAnnaBoutique.com

Antiques
Alley Cat Antique Mall
213 W 3rd St • 308-384-9876

Clutter Bug
219 W 3rd St • 308-382-0369

Farmhouse No. 508 Antiques
508 W 3rd St • 308-380-8822

Heartland Antique Mall
216 W 3rd St • 308-384-6018 • HeartlandAntiques.com

Milestone Gallery
301 W 3rd St • 308-382-5269 

The Rusty Lamp
322 W 3rd St • 308-382-2868

Railroad Towne Antique Mall
319 W 3rd St • 308-398-2222 • rrTowneAntiqueMallGI.com

Shady Bend Antiques
1507 W North Front Rd • 308-394-4677 Farmhouse No. 508

The Happy Brush

and strolling
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Cedar Hills Vineyard
48970 375th Rd (Ravenna) • 308-452-3181 •
CedarHillsVineyard.com

A picturesque vineyard overlooking the 
winding South Loup River, Cedar Hills 
specializes in fruit wines. 

The Chicken Coop
120 E Third St • 308-398-2500 • ChickenCoopSportsBar.com 

Brewing root beer and cream soda on site,  
and serving Thunderhead Brewery beers.

Kinkaider Brewing Co.
316 N Pine St • 308-339-3873 • KinkaiderBrewing.com 

Taproom and kitchen in an old theater.

Loup River Distilling
503 Howard Ave (St Paul) • 308-754-2242 • LoupRiverDistilling.net 

Distilled from corn on the family farm.

Miletta Vista Winery
1732 N Hwy 281 (St. Paul) • 308-754-4416 •
MilettaVistaWinery.com

Enjoy a meal and breathtaking view of the 
prairie with these award-winning wines. 

Moonlight Ridge Vineyard
8150 N Hwy 281 • 308-381-2337 • MoonlightRidgeVineyard.com

Moonlight Ridge features a beautiful 
tasting room and large outdoor pavillion. 
Closed mid-December through March.

Prairie Creek Vineyard
1600 16th St (Central City) • 308-940-3863 • 
PrairieCreekWine.com

Prairie Creek Vineyard is all about the 
complete wine-tasting experience.

Prairie Pride Brewing Co.
115 E S Front St • 308-390-7424 • PrairiePrideBrewery.com

Taproom with a brewery on site. 

Wine, brewand agricultur
e

 
Farmers Markets
In season at 

• Ace Hardware, 1704 W 3rd St
• Conestoga Mall, 3404 W 13th St
• Doniphan, Doniphan-Trumball School
• Orscheln’s, 515 S Webb Rd

Garcia Farms
18270 W Lepin Rd (Wood River) • 308-647-6420 •
GarciaFarms.com

A 35-year family affair offering free-range 
meats and locally-raised vegetables. 

Grain Place Foods
1904 N Hwy 14 (Marquette) • 888-714-7246 • 
GrainPlaceFoods.com

Organic grains since 1953, Grain Place 
markets and sells for family farms. 

Helgoth’s Roadside Market
Hwy 281 (St Libory) • 308-379-4275

Roadside stand on north Hwy 281, 9am-8pm 
in season.

Helgoth’s Pumpkin Patch
Hwy 281 (St Libory) • 308-379-4275 • 
HelgothsPumpkinPatch.com

The Scarecrow Patch
568 Denton Rd (St Libory) • 308-687-6254 • 
TheScarecrowPatch.com 

Pumpkin Patches

Helgoth's Roadside Market

Placke’s Melons & Produce
Hwy 281 (St Libory) • 308- 687-6338 

Roadside stand north Hwy 281, Mon-Sat, 
9am-9pm in season.

Prairie Pride Poultry
4059 W Schimmer Dr • 402-217-2797 • 
Facebook.com/PrairiePridePoultry

A “one-stop omelette shop!” Free-range 
poultry and pork along with vegetables. 

Nebraska Mushroom
1982 E Citation Way • 308-384-1430 • NebraskaMushroom.com

20 varieties available through the Nebraska 
Food Cooperative and area farmers 
markets.

Urwiller’s Melon Patch
6 miles west of Cairo on Nebraska Hwy 2  • 
UrwillersMelonPatch.com

Selling produce for more than 30 years.
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Centura Hills Golf Club
312 Centura Hills Dr (Cairo) • 308-485-4650 • CenturaHills.com

Eighteen-hole course with putting green, 
driving range, carts, snack bar.

Dannebrog Country Club
East Hwy 58 ( Dannebrog) • 308-226-2359 • 
Facebook.com/DannebrogCountryClub

A unique 9-hole golf course in a former 
cow pasture with sand greens.

Indianhead Golf Club
4100 Husker Hwy • 308-381-4653 • IndianHeadGolf.com

Eighteen holes plus pro shop, putting 
green, driving range, carts, snack bar. 

Jackrabbit Run Golf Course
2800 N Shady Bend Rd • 308-385-5340 • JackRabbitRunGolf.com

Eighteen-hole course with putting green, 
driving range, carts, snack bar.

Wood River Municipal Golf Course
11937 W Holling Rd (Wood River) • 308-583-2225

Nine-hole course with restaurant, pool, 
putting green, driving range, carts.

parks and pools
Eagle Scout Park & Lake
3050 N Broadwell St

A trail loops around a lake that offers 
fishing, picnic shelters, a playground.

Hall County Park
3138 W Schimmer Dr • 308-385-5087

A wooded park with trails, camping (April-
Sept), and Life Trail exercise equipment. 

Island Oasis Water Park
321 E Fonner Park Rd • 308-385-5444 • Grand-Island.com/Oasis

L.E. Ray Park & Lake
3315 S Blaine • 308-385-5444 

A disc golf course along with non-
motorized boating, fishing, a dog park, 
picnic shelters, and a playground.

Mormon Island
I-80 Exit 312 • 308-385-6211 April-Sept,
402-471-1414 anytime • Permit required

A state recreation area offering swimming, 
fishing and non-powered boating, modern 
camping facilities, and picnic tables.

Pier Park & Skate Park
500 S Oak St • 308-385-5444

Picturesque Pier Park includes ball 
fields, tennis courts, and a pond along 
with a 14,000-square-foot skate park.

Lincoln Pool
1018 E 7th St • 308-385-5444 

Stolley Park & Kids Kingdom
2103 W Stolley Park Rd • 308-385-5444  

A 33-acre park with disc golf, wading 
pool, horseshoes, arboretum, historical 
home, and miniature rail line (May-
Aug).

YMCA pool
221 E South Front St • 308-395-9622

Wood River Municipal Pool
11937 W. Holling Rd (Wood River) •308-583-2066

Call 308-382-4400 for more about Grand Island’s trails and parks.

Cairo Bowl & Restaurant
322 S High St (Cairo) • 308-485-5911

Skate Island & Andy’s Isle of Fun
2310 N Webb Rd • 308-382-8270

Super Bowl Family Fun Plex
1010 E Bismark Rd • 308-382-5200

Westside Bowling Lanes
112 Kaufmann Ave • 308-381-0300

Grand Island Fieldhouse
525 E Fonner Park Rd • 308-384-1999

Heartland Public Shooting Park
6788 W Husker Hwy (Alda) • 308-385-5048

Veterans Athletic Complex
2820 N Broadwell • 308-385-5444 

Third City Archers
Indoor Range, 317 N Elm • Outdoor Range, 3917 W Schimmer Dr

Grand Island Tennis Center
2204 Bellwood Dr • 308-675-1616

YMCA
221 E South Front St • 308-395-9622

Call 308-382-4400 for more about Grand Island sporting facilities.

Parks and
recreation

Grand Island

trails

Sixteen miles of paved, off-
street trails offer hikers and 
cyclists transportation and 
recreation throughout the 
city (see city map on pages 
6-7). Mountain bikers can 
explore the hills along the 
Platte River east of town at 
Gjerloff Prairie.

Crane Trust fat tire cycling
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Indoor re
cre
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City fieldhouse
The Grand Island Fieldhouse 
at Foner Park is a great place to 
expend energy during the winter 
months with volleyball, basketball 
and soccer. Oh, and batting cages, 
and a small playground for the kids.

308-384-1999  

Raising Nebraska 
Raising Nebraska is a free, hands-
on place for kids to learn about 
modern agriculture. Popular 
displays include a combine 
simulator and walkable map. 

RaisingNebraska.net

Spring City Trampoline
So much more than just trampolines, this place 
will turn you into air Jordan and then let you go 
rock climbing all in the same trip. Dodgeball with 
trampolines and a ninja warrior course will keep 
you busy if you tire of those. 

JumpSpringCity.com

Grand Island Tennis Center 
The Grand Island Tennis Center offers year-round 
tennis and pickleball courts indoors. Play for fun 
with friends or sign up for a tournament. If you're 
new to the sport, you can sign up for lessons. 

GrandIslandTennisCenter.com

Skate Island
Look for the giant skate! Forward, backward, or 
in-line, roll around this wooden rink during cold 
winter weather. Skate Island also has an arcade 
and miniature golf for warmer days. Look for their 
seasonal hours on Facebook.

308-382-8270  

Bowling 
Three area bowling alleys are open to 
the public daily. For the adventurous, a 
fourth – untouched sinced the 1960s – is 
available to members of the Liederkranz 
($30/year) in their basement.

See page 21

Bearded Buffalo Golf
Rain and snow? No problem. Bearded 
Buffalo Golf allows people of all skill 
levels to play courses from around the 
world in the dead of winter with the help 
of simulators.  

BeardedBuffaloGolf.com

Stuhr Museum
Inside the west end of the Stuhr Building 
is an open space for children to explore 
history. They can dress up or fill up and 
follow their imaginations. 

StuhrMuseum.org
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Fonner Park Thoroughbred Racing
Weekends, mid-Feburary to early May

Heartland Hoops Classic
Heartland Events Center, Feb 9
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Guides and outfitters 
Broken Arrow Wilderness 
308-536-2441 (Fullerton): Canoe and kayak

Calamus Outfitters 
308-346-4697 (Burwell): Birding; kayak, canoe, and tanking

Calamus Webfooters 
308-383-2318 (Burwell): Waterfowl hunting

Chad Gideon
308-383-6913 (Grand Island): Sandhill cranes

Peak Performance Outfitters
308-527-3426 (Sargent): Fishing and hunting

Sandhills Safari Tours 
308-346-4697 (Burwell): Sandhills tours

T&T Canoe Service 
308-497-2120 (Spalding): Canoe and kayak

Tooth & Whisker Guide Service 
402-875-0524 (Rockville): Fishing

Get out
ta
town!!

Regional trails
Bader Park
898 Bader Park Rd (Chapman) • BaderPark.com

Dark Island Trail
28th St (Central City) • DarkIslandTrail.com 

Crane Trust trails
9325 S Alda Rd • CraneTrust.org

Derr Prairie tails
13650 S Platte River Dr (Wood River) • Nature.org/Nebraska

Gjerloff Prairie trails
Platte River Valley • PrairiePlains.org

Regional Reservoirs 
Calamus Reservoir
5,123 acre lake (Burwell): Fishing, boating, swimming

Harlan County Lake
13,250 acre lake (Alma): Fishing, boating, swimming, hunting

Sherman Reservoir
2,485 acre lake (Loup City): Fishing, boating, hunting

Little adventures 
Happy Jack Chalk Mine
HappyJackChalkmine.org (Scotia)

Scratchtown Brewing
Scratchtown.beer (Ord)

Nebraska Baseball Museum
NebraskaBaseballMuseum.com (St. Paul)

"Sometimes it is well worth 
the effort to invest in a local 
guide so that an individual 
can get the most out of their 
outdoor experience in Central 
Nebraska."

- Brock Burney
Nebraska Game & Parks

Mormon Island SRA Superintendant
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Off ering…
• 3 Simulators
• 54 courses from around the world
• Putt-putt golf
• Leagues available
• Alcoholic & non-alcoholic 

beverages

All Age Groups 
Welcome

Book online today at: beardedbuff alogolf.com

Enjoy Golf Year Round

Open Sun.-Thurs. 10:00 AM -10:00 PM 
Fri. & Sat. 9 AM - 10:00 PM

217 E. Stolley Park Rd • Grand Island • 308-675-3355

Open Daily: Mon-Fri, 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Summer Hours • Memorial - Labor Day:
Sat, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. • Sun. by Appointment

Discover artifacts and information 
on native Nebraskan players 
and those with Nebraskan ties, 
including current MLB players 
Joba Chamberlain, Jake Diekman, 
Brian Duensing and Alex Gordon. 
The Museum of Nebraska Major 
League Baseball honors each of the 
seven players from Nebraska who 
have been inducted into the MLB 
Hall of Fame with a display in our 
“Hall of Fame Room.” 

Discover artifacts and information on native 
Nebraskan players and those with Nebraska ties.
Check out our displays of over 160 players.
 
The Museum of Nebraska Major League Baseball 
honors each of the seven players from Nebraska 
who have been inducted into the MLB Hall of Fame 
with a display in our “Hall of Fame Room”.

Grover Cleveland 
Alexander

SPECIAL DISPLAYS ON 
HALL-OF-FAMERS

Baseball & History Fans... Visit the Museum of Nebraska Major League Baseball

Grover Cleveland Alexander
Bob Gibson

Sam “Wahoo” Crawford
Arthur “Dazzy” Vance

Richie Ashburn • Wade Boggs
Billy Southworth

Open Year Round:  Mon-Fri 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Open Weekends (Memorial - Labor Day):  Sat 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  •  Sun by Appointment

www.nebraskabaseballmuseum.com

Downtown St. PAul, nE  •  308-754-5558

1010 E. Bismark Road • 308.382.5200

Take $1.00 off  the Super Bowl 
Go Kart Track with this coupon. 
Multiple coupons not accepted.

Open Play Every Night
Cosmic Bowling
Every Friday & 

Saturday Night
Great Food and Beverages

Family Fun!
Arcade • Pool • Darts

Pizza • Fries • Nachos • Burgers

COSMIC 
BOWLING

$100
OFF

Experience a unique 
blend of breathtaking 
scenic views, award 
winning wines, and 
world class foods at

St. Paul, Nebraska 
1732 Hwy. 281 • 308-754-4416

4 miles north of St. Paul
Wed 11-5 • Thurs 11-8 • Fri & Sat 11-9 • Sun 11-3

milettavistawinery.com
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Visual Arts
Arts & Drafts
214 N Locust St • 308-391-1798 • ArtsAndDrafts.net 
Painting classes, check their website for 
a schedule.

Crane Trust Nature Center Gallery
9325 S Alda Rd • 308-382-1820 • CraneTrust.org
Featuring environmental and wildlife 
works.

The Happy Brush
305 W 3rd St • 308-383-4609 • TheHappyBrushGI.com
Drop-in painting and crafts.

Studio K Art Gallery
112 W 3rd St • 308-381-4001 • StudioKArtGallery.com
New shows every month with openings 
on the first Friday of every month. This 
gallery features local arts and crafts of 
almost every kind. 

Stuhr Museum Gallery
3133 W Highway 34 • 308-385-5316 • StuhrMuseum.org
The gallery in the Stuhr Building hosts 
new shows throughought the year and 
includes contemporary art, local art, and 
history. 

UNDRground Contemporary Arts
103 W 3rd St • UNDRgroundContemporaryArts.com 
This new gallery (pictured on pages 46-
47) is run by local high school students 
and will feature new contemporary 
artwork every two months, with openings 
on the first Friday of the month.

Art Alley
Railside • 308-381-4001

Nebraska Art Farm
1306 W 21 Rd (Marquette) • ArtFarmNebraska.org
Offering residencies during the warm 
months. An annual Art Harvest shows 
off the artists' works – some of which are 
permanently installed at the farm. 

mus
ic

Art
s an

d

Performing arts
Celebrate Wood River
wrCommunityFoundation.com/celebratewr
A performance arts and entertainment 
series always free to the public. Events 
commonly include music, comedy, and 
history. 

Heartland Events Center
HeartlandEventsCenter.com • 308-382-4515 
The events center hosts numerous concerts 
every year, along with a variety of other 
events.  Coming soon are the Newsboys 
(Nov 9) and REO Speedwagon (Nov 30). 

Grand Island Concert Association
giConcerts.org • 308-382-2309
The concert association brings national and 
international musicians to Grand Island. 

Grand Island Little Theater
giTheater.org • 308-381-6535
Putting on full stage productions every 
October, December, February, April 
(depending on the date of Easter), and 
June. 
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November
Nov 2-3 Breeder's Cup Weekend, Fonner Park
Nov 10-11 Antique Christmas Walk, Railside
Nov 17, 24 North Pole Express, Stuhr Museum
TBA Stolley House Christmas Open House, Stolley Park
Nov 23-25 La Camerata Madrigal Singers Christmas feast, Ramada Midtown
Nov 30 Railside Christmas, Railside
Nov 30-Dec 1, Dec 7-9 Christmas Past & Present, Stuhr Museum

Decmeber
Dec 1-2, City Singers' Chrismas Concert, St Paul's Lutheran Church
Dec 9 Christmas Cantata, Wood River High School  (Wood River)
Nov 23- Jan 3 Fantasy of Trees Exhibit, Stuhr Museum
Dec 14-15 Flatwater Fracas, Heartland Events Center
Dec 25 Community Christmas Dinner, St. Paul's Lutheran Church

January
Jan 11-13 Fonner Park Outdoor Expo, Fonner Park
Jan 13 Model Airplane Auction, Fonner Park
Jan 18-20 Central Nebraska Home Builders Show, Fonner Park
Jan 19-20 Hoops Mania, gyms around Grand Island

February 
Feb 2-3 Muzzeloaders Gun Show, Fonner Park
Feb 9 Heartland Hoops Classic, Heartland Events Center
Feb 15-Apr 7 Wings Over the Platte Art Show, Stuhr Museum
Feb 15-16 Nebraska State Cheer & Dance, Heartland Event Center
Feb 16-17 Tri-City Street Rods, Pinnacle Bank Expo Center

March
Feb 28-Mar 2 Rodeo Grand Island, Heartland Event Center 
Mar 2 Prairie Princess Party, Stuhr Museum
Mar 8 Family Game Night,  Stuhr Museum
TBA Wild About Nebraska speaker series, Crane Trust Nature Center
Mar 16-17 USA Folkstyle Wrestling Tournament, Heartland Events Center
Mar 22-24 Grand Comic Con: Volume 2, Aurora Cooperative Pavilion

events
Annual 

April 
Apr 11-13 Cowboy Action Shooting Championships, Heartland Public  
                       Shooting Park
Apr 14 Black Powder Action Shooting Championships, Heartland Public              
                Shooting Park
Apr 14 Easter Cantata, St Mary's Catholic Church (Wood River)
Apr 20-21 AKC Dog Show, Pinnacle Bank Expo Center
Apr 23-24 Shrine Circus, Heartland Events Center
Apr 6 Race For Grace, Railside
Apr 13-May 5 Hall County Student Art Show

May
May 1 Opening day in Railroad Town, Stuhr Museum 
May 2-4 Cornhusker Trap Shoot, Doniphan
May 4 Kentucky Derby Weekend, Fonner Park
May 4 Stuhr Under the Stars (free), Stuhr Museum

Horse racing
Feb-May (exact dates TBA) 
Fonner Park hosts live thoroughbred horse racing. 

Indoor football
Feb-June (exact dates TBA) 
The Heartland Events Center is home the IFL's Nebraska Danger.

Dates and locations subject to change. 
See the calendar at GrandIslandVibe.com 

for current information.



Grand Island Vibe  | Winter-Spring 2019

November
Nov 2-3 Breeder's Cup Weekend, Fonner Park
Nov 10-11 Antique Christmas Walk, Railside
Nov 17, 24 North Pole Express, Stuhr Museum
TBA Stolley House Christmas Open House, Stolley Park
Nov 23-25 La Camerata Madrigal Singers Christmas feast, Ramada Midtown
Nov 30 Railside Christmas, Railside
Nov 30-Dec 1, Dec 7-9 Christmas Past & Present, Stuhr Museum

Decmeber
Dec 1-2, City Singers' Chrismas Concert, St Paul's Lutheran Church
Dec 9 Christmas Cantata, Wood River High School  (Wood River)
Nov 23- Jan 3 Fantasy of Trees Exhibit, Stuhr Museum
Dec 14-15 Flatwater Fracas, Heartland Events Center
Dec 25 Community Christmas Dinner, St. Paul's Lutheran Church

January
Jan 11-13 Fonner Park Outdoor Expo, Fonner Park
Jan 13 Model Airplane Auction, Fonner Park
Jan 18-20 Central Nebraska Home Builders Show, Fonner Park
Jan 19-20 Hoops Mania, gyms around Grand Island

February 
Feb 2-3 Muzzeloaders Gun Show, Fonner Park
Feb 9 Heartland Hoops Classic, Heartland Events Center
Feb 15-Apr 7 Wings Over the Platte Art Show, Stuhr Museum
Feb 15-16 Nebraska State Cheer & Dance, Heartland Event Center
Feb 16-17 Tri-City Street Rods, Pinnacle Bank Expo Center

March
Feb 28-Mar 2 Rodeo Grand Island, Heartland Event Center 
Mar 2 Prairie Princess Party, Stuhr Museum
Mar 8 Family Game Night,  Stuhr Museum
TBA Wild About Nebraska speaker series, Crane Trust Nature Center
Mar 16-17 USA Folkstyle Wrestling Tournament, Heartland Events Center
Mar 22-24 Grand Comic Con: Volume 2, Aurora Cooperative Pavilion

events
Annual 

April 
Apr 11-13 Cowboy Action Shooting Championships, Heartland Public  
                       Shooting Park
Apr 14 Black Powder Action Shooting Championships, Heartland Public              
                Shooting Park
Apr 14 Easter Cantata, St Mary's Catholic Church (Wood River)
Apr 20-21 AKC Dog Show, Pinnacle Bank Expo Center
Apr 23-24 Shrine Circus, Heartland Events Center
Apr 6 Race For Grace, Railside
Apr 13-May 5 Hall County Student Art Show

May
May 1 Opening day in Railroad Town, Stuhr Museum 
May 2-4 Cornhusker Trap Shoot, Doniphan
May 4 Kentucky Derby Weekend, Fonner Park
May 4 Stuhr Under the Stars (free), Stuhr Museum

Horse racing
Feb-May (exact dates TBA) 
Fonner Park hosts live thoroughbred horse racing. 

Indoor football
Feb-June (exact dates TBA) 
The Heartland Events Center is home the IFL's Nebraska Danger.

Dates and locations subject to change. 
See the calendar at GrandIslandVibe.com 

for current information.

VisitGrandIsland.com | 29

events

Ro
deo

Gr
an
d I
sla

nd

Feb 28-Mar 2

Nebraska pro rodeo compeito
r Cort Scheer



by Paul Nielsen

Long before Railside experienced its revival over this past 
decade, Third Street in downtown Grand Island was 

known for its antique stores. They appropriately dubbed 
themselves Antique Avenue and continue to dig up treasures to 
please their customers.

I remember my first purchase in a Third Street antique shop 
as a high schooler in the mid-1990s. Wandering around the 
Heartland Antique Mall, one of the stalwart anchors of the 
district at the time, I bought an old container of flypaper as a 
white elephant gift.  

Antique dealers from the coasts come looking for items they 
can mark up in big cities while the antique shops here in 
Grand Island, serving as a wholesaler of sorts, are also able 
to make money. Other regular clients of Antique Avenue 
in Railside include local and regional collectors and baby 
boomers. 

Nostalgia is a powerful thing, and baby boomers like to have 
reminders of their childhood: The doll they cared for growing 
up, the Lionel train they received for Christmas. Others shop 
antiques looking for ways to replace broken dishes from china 
sets they have at home.

Younger generations also frequent antique shops. 
Shopping for vintage 

A vision for 
vintage

THIRD STREET
Farmhouse No. 508

Railroad Town Antique Mall

objects is still popular with millennials, and last I checked 
mid-century modern furniture was still a hot ticket. Hipsters 
carrying Kodak Brownies and medium-format film cameras 
most likely purchased them at antique or second-hand stores. 

I recently asked a couple in their early 20s, Angelica and Jake 
Morrow, if I could tag along as they shopped along Third 
Street in Railside. They were up for it, even though the time we 
agreed on was during the first half of a Husker football game. 

It had only been two weeks since they’d 
last shopped in Railside.

Jake and Ang are both recent graduates and were just married 
this summer. A welcome and unexpected job opportunity 
brought them back to Grand Island, where they are both 
from, after graduation. It had only been two weeks since they’d 
last shopped in Railside, when they purchased some things 
to decorate their porch. Angelica mentioned that they shop 
Railside once a month, although she arrives Railside much 
more often at The Chocolate Bar for business. 

I strolled with them through most of the antique shops on 
a cool, Autumn afternoon;   

Grand Island Vibe  | Winter-Spring 2019
Railroad Town Antique Mall

The Milestone Gallery

Heartland Antique Mall

Alley Cat Antiques

The Clutter Bug

The Rusty Lamp

P lenty of shopping for 
antiques exist outside of 

Railside as well. Shady Bend 
Antiques is just a mile west on 
the north side of the tracks. 
Fifteen minutes south in 
Doniphan, Around the Block 
offers vintage and decorative 
items. Visit Franken Tools and 
Antiques twenty minutes to the 
west in Wood River.

The icing on the antique cake, 
however, is Nebraska's Junk 
Jaunt. This event stretches 
from Grand Island west along 
the Loup River and Sandhills 
Journey Scenic Byways the last 
weekend in September. People 
from nearly every state and 
Canada hunt for treasure along 
this 300-mile long garage sale. 

Angelica Morrow at The Milestone Gallery
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this 300-mile long garage sale. 

Angelica Morrow at The Milestone Gallery
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a family commitment prevented them from visiting all of 
them on that particular Saturday. 

“He’s been really into reading lately,” Angelica told me as Jake 
purchased yellowed copies of two out of the three Lord of the 
Rings series at Alley Cat Antiques, our second stop. I later 
expected Jake to take home a sword he examined very closely, 
but he put it back (maybe it will end up under the Christmas 
tree with his name on it in a couple of months). 

Jake and his younger brother, Carter, who was tagging along 
with us, were finding inspiration in old architectural objects 
in the basement of the Heartland Antique Mall. They picked 
through piles of balusters and finials imagining what kind of 
furniture they could craft from the salvaged wood.

“I prefer stores with fewer knick knacks,” Angelica replied 
when I asked her if she had a favorite Railside antique retailer. 
Their favorite at the moment is Railroad Towne Antique Mall, 
where they purchased items for their porch ensemble.

However, Angelica was very smitten with the newest antique 
store in Railside, Farmhouse No. 508 Antiques. "This is my 
kind of store," she announced as we walked in. She hadn’t 
visited the Farmhouse, the westernmost antique shop on Third 
Street, before our little outing. The owners of the Farmhouse 
have sold antiques as vendors in Railside for years, but when 
a new opportunity presented itself last year they jumped on it 
and opened their own store. 

The Morrows shopping at theHeartland Antique Mall

The Morrow's porch 
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Directions:  From 1-80 take Exit 314 and travel North on South Locust Street
to Third Street, Historic Downtown Grand Island's “ANTIQUE AVENUE!”

Heartland
Antique Mall

216 W 3rd St
308-384-6018

Open Mon-Sat 10-5
Sun 1-5

www.heartlandantiques.com

The Rusty Lamp
Antiques, LLC©

322 W 3rd St • Grand Island, NE
402-613-2828 or 308-382-2868

therustylampantiques@gmail.com

Vintage Lighting & Fan Restoration
319 W 3rd St

308-398-2222
Open Mon-Sat 10-6

Sun 1-5
www.rrtowneantiquemallgi.com

Russell S. Crooks

BEST
OF

GRAND ISLAND

2018

theindependent.com

Voted Best Antique Store for
10 years in a row!

Open Tues. thru Sun. 11 AM to 6:30 PM
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 Call us for lodging assistance at 308-382-4400.

Hotels Cost Rooms

BW Plus
by Best Western
2707 S Locust St • 877-315-8273 
BestWestern.com

$$$$ 80

Boarders Inn & Suites
by Cobblestone
3333 Ramada Rd • 308-384-5150 
StayBoarders.com

$$$ 182

Candlewood Suites
by IHG
859 Allen Dr • 308-381-7000
ihg.com/Candlewood

$$$$ 88

Comfort Inn
by Choice Hotels
3535 W State St • 308-381-7788
ComfortInn.com

$$$ 68

Days Inn
by Wyndham
2620 Diers Ave • 308-384-8624
DIGrandIsland.com

$$$ 61

Days Inn I-80
by Wyndham
7838 S Hwy 281 • 866-384-5006 
DaysInn.com

$$$ 47

Fairfield Inn & Suites
by Marriott
805 Allen Dr • 308-381-8980 
Marriott.com

$$$$ 105

Hampton Inn
by Hilton 
504 N Diers Ave • 800-426-7866 
GrandIsland.HamptonInn.com

$$$$ 68

Holiday Inn Express & Suites
by IHG
3404 W Faidley Ave • 308-675-1118
HIExpress.com

$$$$ 80

Island Inn
Independent hotel 
2311 S Locust St • 800-646-6869
IslandInnGI.com

$$ 44

Mainstay Suites
by Choice Hotels
3051 S Locust St • 308-382-9280
MainstaySuites.com

$$$ 58

Motel 6
by The Blackstone Group
7301 Bosselman Ave • 308-384-6666
Motel6.com

$$ 51

Quality Inn & Conference Center
by Choice Hotels
7838 S Hwy 281 • 800-658-4092  
QualityInn.com

$$$ 161

Hotels Cost Rooms

Ramada Midtown
by Wyndham
2503 S Locust St • 800-548-5542 
Wyndham.com

$$$ 197

Red Coach Inn
Independent hotel
3021 S Locust St • 308-384-4100

$ 104

Relax Inn
Independent hotel
507 West 2nd St • 308-384-1000

$ 28

Resident Suites
Independent hotel
2114 W 2nd St • 800-285-2240

$ 96

Rodeway Inn
by Choice Hotels
3205 S Locust St • 800-766-1706
RodewayInn.com

$$ 60

Sleep Inn
by Choice Hotels
1716 Diers Ave • 308-381-8111 
SleepInn.com

$$$ 63

Super 8
by Wyndham
2603 S Locust St • 308-384-4380 
Super8.com

$$ 79

Travelodge
by Wyndham
1311 S Locust St • 877-779-5823 
Travelodge.com

$$ 40

USA Inns of America
Independent hotel
7501 S Hwy 281 • 308-381-0111
USAInn.net

$ 61

Wood River Motel
Independent hotel
I-80 Exit 300, Wood River • 308-583-2256

$ 26

Lodging

Campgrounds Pads Hookups

Bader Memorial Park
898 Bader Park Rd (Chapman) • 308-986-2522 24 Yes

Cheyenne State Recreation Area
I-80 Exit 300 na na

Hall County Park
3138 W Schimmer Dr • 308-385-5087 19 Yes

Grand Island KOA
I-80 Exit 318 • 800-562-0850 62 Yes

Heartland Public Shooting Park
6788 W Husker Hwy • 308-385-5048 9 Yes

Mormon Island SRA
I-80 and Hwy 281 • 402-471-1414 / 308-385-6211 73 Yes & No

Wood River Campground
I-80 Exit 300, Wood River • 308-583-2256 30 Yes
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Best Western 4 
y

Super 8 4 y

Candlewood 4 
y

Tri-city Street Rods show
Fonner Park, Feb 16-17

Go To:  I-80 Exit 314 North 4 miles on east side of S. Locust Street

•  Free Hi Speed
 Wireless Internet
•  Super Start Plus
 Breakfast 
•  Guest Laundry
 Facilities
•  Suites Available
•  Pets Allowed w/Fee

2603 S. Locust Street
Grand Island, NE

•  RV or Truck Parking
•  Indoor Pool/Spa
•  HBO and Cable 
•  Fitness Center 
•  Children under 17
 stay FREE
•  Located near
 Local Attractions

Reservations: 800-800-8000 | Direct Phone: 308-384-4380 | Fax: 308-384-5015 | Email: super8grandisland@gmail.com-880000000 |||| DiiDiDirectct PPhohhonene:

www.Super8.com

WHERE YOU NEED TO BE  
859 Allen Drive    Grand Island, NE  

Oversized one and two room smoke-free suites - specifically designed for 
the business and leisure extended stay traveler. 

 

A table/desk and recliner chair in every room. 
 

Fully equipped kitchens, complete with cookware and dinnerware. 
 

The “Candlewood Cupboard” offers grocery items & snacks for purchase.  
 

The “Lending Locker” offers small appliances, for our guest use. 
 

Indoor pool and fitness center. 

Welcome to a  
more casual kind  

of longer stay, 
where you’ll  

always feel at  
home.  

RESERVATIONS 

YOUNES.COM    308.381.7000 

Go To:  I-80 Exit 314 North 4 miles on east side of S. Locust Street

• Complimentary Hot Breakfast Buffet
• Refrigerators and Microwaves

• 37” Flat Screen TV
• FREE shuttle to/from airport 

and Sandhill Crane sites
• Indoor Pool, Spa, Fitness Room

Grand Island Inn & Suites
www.bestwestern.com

2707 S. Locust Street | Grand Island, NE
1-877-315-8273 | 308-381-8855
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Fairfield 4 y

Quality Inn 4 y Mainstay 4 y 

Ramada 
Midtown (for-

merly Hotel 
Grand) 4 Y

Fairfield Inn & Suites 
805 Allen Drive 

Grand Island, NE 
308.381.8980 

Complimentary Managers Reception 
(Monday-Thursday) 

Free Hot Breakfast 
Indoor Pool & Whirlpool  

Microwave & Refrigerator in Rooms 

 WWW.YOUNES.COM           H O S P   I T A L I T Y 

Full Menu Dining & Bar Service
Mouth Watering Certified Angus Beef • Salads • Pastas

Poultry Dishes • Homestyle Soups and Sandwiches
The BEST Prime Rib you've ever had on Fridays & Saturdays!

Open fOr Dinner every evening 5 pm - 10 pm
Bar service until 1 am Friday & Saturday only.

308-384-1330  •  1-800-548-5542
2503 S. LocuSt Street • Grand ISLand, ne

locateD
inSiDe

raMaDa
MiDtown

coMPliMentarY FreSHlY cooKeD Hot BreaKFaSt BuFFet
largest indoor Hotel Pool in grand island

Nebraska State Fair & Pinnacle Arena are just 1/2 mile away
Central Nebraska Regional Airport complimentary shuttle

Refrigerators & Microwaves in ALL rooms
Ample parking for larger vehicles

7838 S. Hwy 281  |  Grand Island, NE  |  (308) 384-7770

• Free wireless high-speed
  internet access
• Free weekday newspaper
• Free local calls
• Indoor heated pool & hot tub
• Exercise room

• Wake-up service
• Guest laundry
• Game room & gift shop
• Pet-friendly hotel
• Restaurant
• Microwave/refrigerators
 (available in some rooms)

Let Us exceed YoUr expectations

— Convention Center — 
Available for conventions, banquets, weddings & more!

LIVE LIKE HOME
100% NON-SMOKING AND IN-ROOM KITCHENETTES

• Your own fully equipped kitchen
• Free hot breakfast
• Flat-panel TVs with premium
   movie channels
• On-site exercise facilities

• On-site guest laundry facilities
• Weekly housekeeping
• Meeting Room Available
• Mon-Thurs manager
   reception 5:30-7:00
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Boarders Inn 
& SUites 4 y Leave it to me/

Diamond G 4 y

Grand Island Little Theater
Productions every October, December, February, April (depending on the date of Easter), & June 

 

We offer reliable trips to and  
from the airport. Home-watching services  

also are available while you’re away. 

NEED A LIFT  
TO & FROM THE AIRPORT?

BARBARA A. GRAVES
(308) 379-6270

barbaragraves308@aol.com
LeaveItToMeGI.com

Hwy 34 & South Locust
Grand Island, NE

308.384.5150

• Recently Renovated • Indoor Pool
• High-Speed Internet • Lounge
• Business Center
• Complimentary Hot Breakfast Buffet
• Convention Center - weddings, 
     meetings, parties, etc.

It’s All Here!
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Boarders Inn 
& SUites 4 y Leave it to me/

Diamond G 4 y

Grand Island Little Theater
Productions every October, December, February, April (depending on the date of Easter), & June 
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St Mary's 8 y 

Airport 8 y 

Yan Fen Wang 8 y 

Sam's Club 
4 y

The Grand Comic Con
Fonner Park, Mar 22-24

Wings Over the Platte Exhibit
Stuhr Museum, Feburary 15 - April 7

from Business Travel to

Vacation get-a-ways

CENTRAL NEBRASKA REGIONAL AIRPORT

Las Vegas | Phoenix - Mesa
Dallas - Ft. Worth & Beyond

FlyGrandIsland.com

Phoenix
MASSAGE           

Bosselman Travel Center I-80 Exit 312N
Grand Island, NELocated on the 2nd Level www.Phoenix-Massage.me

626-688-6515

Free Massage*
November 11
10aM - 10 PM

Active Duty Military, Reserve and Military Veterans* can stop in 
and receive a 30 minute massage on...

St. Mary’s Cathedral
204 S. Cedar • Grand Island

St. Mary’s own thrift store, located in Cathedral basement.

For more info, call 308-391-1527
or email thriftstore@stmarysgi.org.

OPEN
Monday & 

Wednesday,
1-4 and

Saturday,
10-3. 1510 N. Diers Ave    GrAND islAND, Ne

Phone: (308) 384-0622   Fax: (308) 384-1574

SamSclub.com

Bring this ad in For a

free hot dog
combo
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Whiteys 8  y Balz 8 y

Sanchez 8 y 

Fuji 8 y 

Grand 
Island

La Mexi-
cana 4 y

Christmas Past & Present
Stuhr Museum, Nov 30-Dec 1 & Dec 7-9

Grand Island’s Finest Mexican Restaurant
Mexican Food • Alcoholic Beverages • Catering Available

Please join us and enjoy
a great dining experience!
3333 Ramada Rd • Grand Island

308-675-3886Located adjacent to
Boarders Inn & Suites

Adolfo & Veronica Flores

(Owners)

Whitey’sWhitey’s

At Whitey's, we are committed to satisfying our
customers with great food and excellent service. We offer
a wide variety of delicious dishes for Lunch and Dinner.
Whatever you're in the mood for, you can find it here!

19 HD TVs with DirecTV
Happy Hour &
Daily Specials

Grill Open til 9 p.m.
Sun-Thurs

and til 10 p.m. Fri-Sat

2118 N. Webb Road 
Grand Island, NE
308-675-1151

OFFERING OVER 50 MENU ITEMS
Serving Margaritas, Mix Drinks, 

Domestic & Imported Beer

Dine-In • Carry-Out 
Free Delivery

Authentic
Mexican Food

GRAND ISLAND
218 S. Wheeler • 308-389-2381

Restaurant, Bar, 
Market & Bakery

HASTINGS
627 W. 1st St. • 402-461-5790

DINE - IN
CARRY-OUT 

FREE DELIVERY

Buy 1 Entree,
Get 1 Entree 1/2 OFF

Excludes seafood entrees. Valid with coupon only.
One coupon per visit. Expires May 10, 2019

O

tree

Sanchez Plaza

Fuji japanese steak House
HibacHi & susHi bar

$5 OFF
Any Lunch or Dinner Check of $30 or more

$10 OFF
Any Lunch or Dinner Check of $60 or more

$15 OFF
Any Lunch or Dinner Check of $100 or more

Limit one per coupon. Valid Monday-Thursday only.
Not valid with any other offer or on holidays.

Dine-In Only

Monday-thursday: 11am-2:30pm & 4:30pm-9:30pm

Party Room Available
1004 Diers Avenue ~ Ste 200

Grand Island, NE • (308) 381-1888

Friday: 11am-2:30pm & 4:30-10pm
saturday: 11am-10pm • Sunday 11am-9pm

Balz Sports Bar is the ideal atmosphere
for any sports fan! Our walls are covered

with autographed sports memorabilia. Enjoy 
great food... Voted Best Sports Bar in G.I. 

the past 20 years. Keno services... games... 
jukebox... and pool tables. Ask about our  

       happy hour and daily specials!
BEST

OF
GRAND ISLAND

2017

theindependent.com

Locally owned
for 19 years

3421 State St Ste. 2
Grand Island, NE • 308-398-2259
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Lieder-
kranz Beer 

fest 8 y

Railside 4 y
Grand Theatre 8 y 

Raising Nebraska 
Mon-Fri 9am-12pm, 1pm-4pm
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Whiteys 8  y Balz 8 y

Sanchez 8 y 

Fuji 8 y 

Grand 
Island

La Mexi-
cana 4 y

Christmas Past & Present
Stuhr Museum, Nov 30-Dec 1 & Dec 7-9

Showing quality movieS at 
reaSonable priceS every Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday at 7:15 p.m.

Admission Prices:
$3.50 Adults • $2.50 children (12 & under)

316 W. 3rd Street • Downtown Grand Island
308.381.2667 • grandmovietheatre.com

224 W. 3rd St. • Grand Island, NE • 308-398-7022 • arriverailside.com
director@arriverailside.com • coordinator@arriverailside.com

Downtown Business Improvement District

Enjoy RailsidE - wE aRE opEn foR you!

Railside is open foR business.
shop in our boutiques, carpet, 

furniture, and book stores, ethnic 
markets...antique to your heart’s 

content... dine like a local on great 
big burgers, old-school coneys, 

authentic Irish fare or something
in between...drink unique with
fancy martinis, microbrew beer, 

gourmet coffee... Be entertained
by movies in an old theater or live 

music in a brand new venue...

Grand Island Vibe  | Winter-Spring 2019
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Railside Christmas
November 30
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AJ’s Roaring Donkey
2120 W 2nd St • 308-382-5000 

Azteca Market
103 W 3rd St • 308-382-2131

Burger King
1320 W 2nd St • 308-382-6780

Chicken Coop 
120 E 3rd St • 308-398-2500 

The Chocolate Bar
116 W 3rd St • 308-675-0664  GF

Coney Island
104 E 3rd S • 308-382-7155

El Tazumal
424 W 4th St • 308-385-1694

Farmer’s Daughter
105 N Walnut St • 308-382-9794

Infuse Bar & Bistro
313 W 3rd St • 308-339-3873 

Kinkaider Brewery
316 N Pine St • 308-339-3873 

La Mexicana
111 E 4th St • 308-381-4434

La Milagrosa
102 W 4th St • 308-675-0820

Marisco’s Villarreal
811 W 2nd St • 308-675-0056

McDonald’s
1317 W 2nd St • 308-382-3323

McKinney’s Irish Pub
123 W 3rd St • 308-391-2953  GF

Paradise Donuts
1727 W 2nd St • 308-382-0559

Pizza Hut
1023 W 2nd St • 308-384-8600

Prairie Pride Brewing Co.
115 E South Front St • 308-390-7424 

Sanchez Plaza
218 S Wheeler St • 308-389-2381 

The Sandwich House
224 E 4th St • 308-370-2018

Sin City Grill 
410 W 3rd St • 308-398-2237 

Subway
1723 W 2nd St • 308-389-3129

Sutter Deli & Cookie Co.
371 N Broadwell Ave • 308-370-8942 

Taco John’s
1007 W 2nd St • 308-384-6141

Wave Pizza Co.
107 N Walnut St • 308-398-9283 

Amigos/King’s Classic
2504 S Locust St • 308-384-5579

Arby’s
1204 S Locust St • 308-384-4738

Burger King
1201 S Locust St • 308-384-8131

Dairy Queen
1421 S Eddy St • 308-398-4637

GF

El Tapatio 
2610 S Locust St • 308-381-4511 

Godfather’s Pizza 
1916 S Locust St • 308-384-9090  GF

Images Bar & Grill
2503 S Locust St • 308-384-1330 

The Filling Station
217 E Stolley Park Rd • 308-675-2755 

Finish Line
700 E Stolley Park Rd • 308-398-0680 

Long John Silver’s
1150 S Locust St • 308-381-0527

Pam’s Pub & Grub 
2848 S Locust St • 308-382-7687 

Pizza Hut 
1608 S Locust St • 308-384-8600 

Runza
2004 S Locust St • 308-384-4403

Scooter’s Coffeehouse
2105 S Locust St • 308-382-4126

Slugger’s Bar & Grill
707 W Anna St • 308-382-1786 

Sonic
2117 S Locust St • 308-381-5511

Subway
2412 S Locust St • 308-381-4163

Taco Bell 
2211 S Locust St • 308-384-1509

GF

Taco John’s
1408 S Locust St • 308-3820380

Tacos Las Palmas
645 S Locust St • 308-675-0500

Tommy Gunz Bistro
1607 S Locust St • 308-395-3889 

Texas T-Bone 
1201 S Locust St • 308-382-9474 

Tommy’s Restaurant
1325 S Locust St • 308-381-0440

We Love Pupusas 
1201 S Locust St • 308-675-1988

Wendy’s
1806 S Locust St • 308-384-7400

Amigos/King’s Classic
2325 N Webb Rd • 308-384-1336 

Applebee’s 
721 Diers Ave • 308-398-5100   GF

Arby’s
2333 N Webb Rd • 308-384-4244

Arby’s 
I-80 Exit 312 • 308-384-6700

Balz Sports Bar 
3421 W State St • 308-398-2259 

Bandits Sports Bar 
1016 Diers Ave • 308-382-9333 

Barista’s Coffee House
940 N Webb Rd • 308-384-4584

Baskin Robbins
1904 N Diers Ave • 308-381-7222

Big Apple Bagels
3341 W State St • 308-389-3720

Big Red Treats
2018 Lawrence Ave • 308-675-3200

GF

Buffalo Wild Wings 
809 Allen Dr • 308-381-7983 

Buffet House
3535 W 13th St • 308-395-9520

Bunkhouse  
3568 W Old Hwy 30 • 308-382-9756 

Burger King
2280 N Webb Rd • 308-381-7087

Carlos O’Kelly’s 
1810 N Diers Ave • 308-384-3045  GF

Cold Stone Creamery
206 Wilmar Ave • 308-384-7866

GF

Cookie Crumbs & Kernels
Conestoga Mall • 308-384-2455

Dairy Queen
3660 W Capital Ave • 308-398-3748

GF

Dickey’s Barbecue Pit
2120 N Webb Rd • 308-675-2858

Domino’s Pizza
624 N Webb Rd • 308-384-9424

El Jalapenos 
2418 Webb Road • 308-675-3131 

El Toro 
3425 W State St • 308-381-2333 

The Faucet 
920 Diers Ave • 308-675-1801 

Firehouse Subs
3440 W State St • 308-675-0040

Freddy’s Frozen Custard
1140 Allen Dr • 308-381-0676

- Serves alcohol           GF - Has been known to offer gluten-free menu options (call ahead to make sure!)
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Thunder Road Grill
3335 Wood River Rd • 308-382-6986 

Raising Cane’s 
1230 Allen Dr • 308-675-2902

Red Lobster 
3430 W 13th St • 308-382-8879 

Riverfront Grill
I-80 Exit 312 • 308-382-3255 

Runza
1812 N Webb Rd • 308-384-6111

Scooter’s Coffeehouse
3418 W State St • 308-381-3787

Sonic
805 N Diers Ave • 308-381-4804

Starbucks
206 Wilmar Ave • 308-381-0488

Subway
Walmart North • 308-381-1329

Subway
3335 Wood River Rd • 308-382-6986

Taco Bell
1911 Diers Ave • 308-389-3808

GF

Taco John’s
2210 N Webb Rd • 308-381-8267

Texas Roadhouse 
232 Wilmar Ave • 308-382-0526 

Tucan Express
Conestoga Mall • 308-384-0647

Tso’s Asian Buffet
2250 N Webb Rd • 308-675-3333

Valentino’s
2245 N Webb Rd • 308-382-7711

Fruit
Conestoga Mall • 308-383-4437

Fuji Japanese Steakhouse 
1004 Diers Ave #200 • 308-381-1888  GF

Golden Gate Express
2302 N Webb Rd • 308-381-6888

Hunan's
2249 N Webb Rd • 308-384-6964 

HyVee Market Grille
115 Wilmar Ave • 308-381-3678 

Imperial Palace Express
Conestoga Mall • 308-382-1688

Jim’s Gyros
2261 N Webb Rd • 308-675-0228

Jimmy John’s
206 Wilmar Ave • 308-395-5555

Juice Stop
3337 W State St • 308-675-4200

Kentucky Fried Chicken
1804 N Webb Rd • 308-381-1414

Lee’s Family Restaurant
2920 Old Fair Rd • 308-384-7844

Little Caesar’s
2016 Lawrence Ln • 308-382-4300

Little Caesar’s
3335 Wood River Rd • 308-382-6986

McDonald’s
3323 W State St • 308-381-0434

Mongolian Grill
1816 N Webb Rd • 308-381-2441

Napoli’s Italian Restaurant 
3421 Conestoga Dr • 308-675-1771  GF

Napoli’s Pizza Express
Conestoga Mall • 308-675-1771

Olive Garden 
1010 Allen Dr • 308-384-1277  GF

The Palace  
3602 W 2nd St • 308-384-8799 

Panda Express
960 Allen Dr • 308-381-6666

Panera Bread
1040 Allen Dr • 308-382-0272

Papa John’s 
1229 Allen Dr Ste B • 308-384-7272

Peking Palace
3421 W State Plaza • 308-384-9266

PepperJax
940 Allen Dr • 308-382-0228

Perkins Restaurant
106 Wilmar Ave • 308-384-7060

Pizza Hut 
707 N Diers Ave • 308-384-8600 

Popeye's
1309 N Diers Ave • 308-382-7777

Qdoba Mexican Grill  
1010 N Diers Ave • 308-384-1446

GF

Wasabi Bistro  
2435 N Diers Ave • 308-382-1722 

Wendy’s
3503 W 13th St • 308-382-1237

Whitey’s Bar & Grill
2118 N Webb Rd • 308-675-1151 

Afternooner’s  
3773 Sky Park Rd • 308-381-2986 

Captain Jack’s 
1010 East Bismark Rd • 308-382-5200 

The Noodle House
2004 N Broadwell • 308-675-2588

Shady Bend Cafe
3609 E Highway 30 • 308-675-2722

The Medina Street Vault
223 S High St  (Cairo) • 308-485-1058

Subway
103 W Hwy 11 (Cairo) • 308-485-5758

The Watering Hole
322 S High St (Cairo) • 308-485-5911 

Red Bird Bakery 
102 E Plum (Doniphan) • 402-845-2433

Tiff’s Bar 
113 Plum (Doniphan) • 402-845-2720 

Klinger’s Place
113 9th (Wood River) • 308-583-0139 

Subway
900 East St (Wood River) • 308-583-6719

Travel Centers of America
I-80 Exit 305 • 308-382-5902

Tommy Gunz Bistro



Grand Island Vibe  | Winter-Spring 2019

McKinneys 
8 y 

Wasabi 8 y Buffet house 8 
y

Red Lob-
ster 8 y

TX Road-
house 8 y

Napolis 8 y 

Crane Trust sandhill crane viewing blind tour
Call 308-382-1820 to make reservations

We’re a Family - 
  Not a Chain!

Fresh Authentic Italian 
Cuisine & More

Pasta and a whole lot more!

Daily Soup & Salad with Homemade Rolls

Expires May 10, 2019 Expires May 10, 2019
3:00 PM TO CLOSE

Purchase One Dinner, 
Get the Second

HALF PRICE!

FREE APPETIZER
With 2 Dinner Entrees

3:00 PM TO CLOSE

Cannot be combined with any other off erCannot be combined with any other off er

3421 Conestoga • Grand Island
 308-675-1771

3001 W. 12th St. • Hastings
402-834-0901

- 

ananananannnan
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BEST
OF

GRAND ISLAND

2016

theindependent.com

BEST
OF

GRAND ISLAND

2017

theindependent.com

• Dine-In Only • Does not include Combo App
• Limit one per table • With purchase of adult entrée

• Not valid with any other off er or on holidays

*With 
purchase 
of an 
entrée

Offer expires May 10, 2019

232 Wilmar Avenue
Grand Island • 308.382.0526

BEST
OF

GRAND ISLAND

2018

theindependent.com

Gra

FREE CACTUS BLOSSOM 
OR FRIED PICKLES

DINE IN ONLY!

North Walmart

WASABI
BISTRO

• Featuring Fresh Sushi & Customized Sushi Rolls
• Chinese & Thai Specialties

• Full Bar     • Kids Menu

2435 N. Diers Ave. 
(308) 382-1722

• Dine In • Take Out  • Catering

SERVING TRADITIONAL 
SUSHI & ASIAN CUISINE

www.wasabibistrous.com
(Across from North Walmart)

Receive

Wasabi Bistro - 2435 N. Diers Ave. • 382-1722

$500
OFF

Any Purchase of $25 or More

Coupon expires  May 10, 2019

One coupon per table, per visit. Cannot be 
combined with any other off er.

BEST
OF

GRAND ISLAND

2016

theindependent.com

Over 90 Menu Items to Choose From 
including:  Seafood, Beef, Chicken, 

Pork, Ribs, Vegetable, Lo Mein,
Salad Bar, Soup Bar, Fruit, Appetizers, 

Dessert, Ice Cream & More! 

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET

Dine In or Carry Out Available Open 7 Days a Week

Any Purchase of
 $25 or more 

One coupon per table, per visit.  Cannot be combined with any other 
off er.  Excludes Holidays & Sundays. Coupon expires May 10, 2019. 

Buff et House 3535 W. 13th St, Grand Island

$500
OFFReceive

Next to Fresh Thyme • 3537 W. 13th St., Grand Island 
(308) 395-9520 • www.thebuffethouse.com

Enjoy the BEST Buff et in Town!
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Crane Trust sandhill crane viewing blind tour
Call 308-382-1820 to make reservations

308-391-2953 • www.McKinneysPubGI.com

123 W. Third St.
Grand Island, NE

Ample Food & Sturdy Drink!
McKinney’s offers a large selection of craft beer

and Irish whiskeys. Stop by for a bite to eat - we have 
everything from Irish Cuisine to Burgers!

• 35 Irish Whiskeys
• 24 Beers on Tap
• Open Daily at 11am 
 (Sunday’s at noon)

Come visitus - we promise a great time!
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Heartland Public Shooting Park
Wed-Sun 1-7pm,  Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 12pm-5pm

Dine-in only. No cash value, one coupon per table, not valid with other offers. Not valid with Wednesday & Sunday daily specials. Expires 4/30/19.

1016 N Diers Ave, Ste 118 • Grand Island, NE • (308) 382-9333
www.banditssportsbargrandisland.com

Order a Sax Pizza
at Regular Price
and get...

Enjoy hot, tasty pizza & wings paired
with a cool, refreshing beer. Stop in tonight 

and enjoy the best of both worlds!

2610 S. Locust Street  •  Grand Island  •  308-381-4511

$5 OFF ANY PURCHASE OF 
$25 OR MORE
Not valid with any other offers. Expires 4/30/19.

ONE COUPON
PER TABLE

LIVE MUSIC
THURS.-SAT.

2920 W. Hwy 30 • Grand Island • 308-384-7844
Open 7 Days A Week • 6 am to 9 pm

Food so good you’ll think we stole your Mom!
Family Owned & Operated

Any 2 Meals
For Just

Present This Coupon and Receive 

1150 S. Locust • Grand Island Coupon Expires 05/10/2019

$999
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Texas 
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Heartland Public Shooting Park
Wed-Sun 1-7pm,  Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 12pm-5pm

Grand Island's Southside Fun Place to Meet & Eat!

Carry Out available  •  Open Daily MOnDay-FriDay 11 aM - 10 pM  •  SaturDay-SunDay 10 aM - 10 pM

 Largest Variety of 
 Steaks in GI
 Voted Best Steaks by the 
 GI Independent
 All Our Steaks Are Cut
 In-House
 Fresh Baked Yeast Rolls 
 With Cinnamon Butter
 Locally Owned &
 Operated Licensee Serving  
 GI for 36 Years

1201 S. LOCUST • GRAND ISLAND, NE

Call Ahead Seating 308-382-9474
Now Located in Lincoln, NE

Bring in this 
coupon to get a TEXAS TBONE SPORTS BAR DINING

FREE
APPETIZER
with purchase 
of any regular 
priced Premium 

Cut Steak

FREE - 6 BONELESS WINGS
with purchase of any regular entree!

Must have coupon.

Sports and Good Foodeverywhere you turn!

Wings

Burgers, 

Birds & 

Sandwiches
Cold Draft & Bottled Beer!

26 TVs

Ribs, Ribs &
More Ribs!
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com

103 W Third St

Mads Anderson opening receptio
n

VisitGrandIsland.com | 47

Parting shot
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A tropical paradise awaits your taste buds in our broken down little surf shack. The fanfare on the food is the real deal. 
Over 15 years at the same location between the Pacific and Atlantic Ocean (only 1250 miles from both) in scenic downtown 

Grand Island,Nebraska. Fresh, quality ingredients make all our pizza pies top notch. Our extensive menu also includes great 
appetizers and homemade fresh baked sandwhiches (baked twice daily) that satisfy the big Kahuna in you. Top that off with 

fresh salads with scratch dressings and our world famous breadstix and all you can say is aloha, lets eat!

410 W. 3rd St.
Grand Island, NE
308-398-ACES

(2237)

107 N. Walnut Street  •  Grand Island, NE  •  (308) 398-WAVE (9283)

BEST
OF

GRAND ISLAND

2018

theindependent.com

Voted  BEST PIZZA in  Grand Island 
for  6 YEARS in  a  row!

You are sure to get lucky anytime at

Featured in Restaurant Start Up and Growth this one of a kind old school Vegas
themed burger joint is off the hook. Since its opening in 2011 Sin City Grill has become

a locals favorite for fresh custom ground burgers, hand-cut fries and onion rings,
thick rich malts and shakes. The unique environment has been a hit with

Central Nebraska and has garnered many awards. Fresh is always on the menu
and that also includes hand-cut potato chips, over the top sandwiches

and salads. And don’t forget the award winning breakfast
 on Saturday and Sunday, hand-cut fresh steak,

chicken fried steak, from scratch sauces and omelets,
and the big hit Cap’n Crunch French Toast.

BEST
OF

GRAND ISLAND

2018

theindependent.com

TOP 10 - 2014 & 2015

Nebraska
Restaurant of

the Year 
nominee 2016

2017 Nebraska
Restaurateur of 

the Year

Voted BEST
• Overall Restaurant
• Best Brunch
• Best Fries
• Best Hamburger
• Best Sandwiches

Voted Runner-Up:
• Bar & Grill   • Breakfast

Voted Runner-Up:
• Appetizer
• Best Overall Restaurant


